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A New-Year’s Address. 
QO. the opening of the New- 


Year, the serious readers 
of the Magazine will naturally 
be led to a number of solemn 
and useful reflections. Another 
year is deducted from the term 
of our short lives ; by another 
year, our period of probation, 
infinitely important, is diminish- 
ed; another year’s amount is 
affixed to our names in the book 
of the remembrance of God.— 
The vast account of moral ac- 
tions, of all intelligent beings, 
for the year now closed, are 
sealed for the great day, and 
will affect the happiness and 
misery of millions, through e- 
ternity. The manner in which 
we have maintained the vows, 
and performed the resolutions, 
with which we commenced the 
last year, is recorded on high, 
never to be erased. All oppor- 
tunities, which have been af- 
forded us in the good provi- 
dence of God, for doing good, 
for ourselves, our friends, or for 
the kingdom of the Mediator, 





with the manner of their im- 
provement, are noted in the pre- 
sence of an all-seeing God, and 
will appear before us in the e- 
ventful day of his decision.— 
These opportunities cannot be 
recalled.—The many prospects 
of ideal happiness, not founded 
on our experience of the or- 
dinary dispensations of divine 
Providence, or on the prom- 
ises of God, in which our fan- 
cies fondly ranged at the com- 
mencement of the year, have 
been disappointed. The most 
of our reasonable expectations 
of good, notwithstanding our 
great desert of evil, through the 
merciful kindness of heaven, 
have been abundantly realized. 
A great portion of the services 
and duties, which, at the begin- 
ning of this period, we calcula- 
ted to perform, through inatten- 
tion and sloth, through indiffer- 
ence and a regard to trifling ob- 
jects, we now find undone. Ma- 
ny promises, which we made to 
ourselves and to God, through 
the operation of causes which 


‘conscience will not admit as a 
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sufficient cxcuse, though the 
stipulated conditions on the part 
of divine Providence have been 
faithfully regarded, are not per- 
formed. In many instances, 
mercies, not less unexpected than 
undeserved, have been liberally 
granted us by Him who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy. 

These, and many similar re- 
flections naturally arise in every 
contemplative mind at the close 
of the year. Such thoughts ne- 
cessarily place us in the presence 
of Jehovah, before whom we 
stand for the review of our past 
lives, and with all our hopes for 
the time to come. Standing in 
this holy presence, on that ele- 
vated station which we assume 
at the close of one year and the 
beginning of another, we review 
the past and cortemplate the 
future with deep solemnity. In 
the retrospect, we see every 
reason to lament our deficien- 
cies, to be humble for our un- 
faithfulness, and to be deeply 
penitent for our exceeding trans- 
gressions. In the prospect, 
while divine truth has made 
plain the way of duty and bles- 
sedness, having learned to dis- 
trust our own fidelity, we look 
forward with solicitude, but, in 
view of the promises of grace, 
with comfort and hope. These 
promises proceed from infinite 
mercy, they are designed for 
the needy, for the perishing, for 
the guilty. 

Just reflections on the time 
that is past, are the best means 
of directing us to proper designs 
for the period before us. While 
in the review of past scenes, we 
ciscover great cause of humility 
and repentance, we find no less 
occasion to admire the compas- 
sion, the goodness, and the faith- 





fulness of God. Thus, though 
we learn to distrust ourselves, 
and perceive that relying on our 
own resolutions we shall always 
fail ; we discover, in the faith- 
fulness of the Most High, the 
broadest basis, on which the 
neediest dependant may rest 
with safety. Relying on this 
prospect, we form our resolutions 
with perfect propriety, we fix, in 
submission to providential ap- 
pointments, our plans of future 
conduct, and hope for prosperi- 
ty and a divine acceptance. JF 
ean do all things through Christ 
which strengthenelh me. The 
Apostles were never afraid to re- 
solve and engage for the service 
of their Lord, because they reli- 
ed on his mercy for help and 
strength to perform. God de- 
mands much of us, but he knows 
our weakness, and the many 
difficulties with which we must 
ever struggle, and the willing 
mind, the grateful heart, the fil- 
ial confidence, will ever meet 
his holy approbation. 

With such views it becomes 
us to enter upon a new year, and 
however often we have failed in 
the hope of a more faithful per- 
formance, we should still resolve 
to contend against every opposi- 
tion, to hope for the gracious 
aids of the Holy Spirit. Of gen- 
eral duties which concern every 
individual, perhaps there is no 
one more proper to be particu- 
larly noticed, than industry.— 
There is no duty in which all 
human characters are more defi- 
cient, than in a proper diligence 
in doing good. The passing year 
forcibly admonishes of the short- 
ness of human life, and teaches 
the necessity of the most active 
diligence in the performance of 
its duties. There is no more pro- 
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minent characteristic in Christ 
our great example, than indus- 
try. € must work the works of 
him thai sent me while it is 
day ; the night cometh, when no 
mancan work, I have a baptism 
to he baptized with ; and how am 
T straightened till it be accom- 
plished. And in the morning, 
rising up a great while before day, 
he ment out, and departed into a 
solitary place, and ihere prayed. 
When human life is so short, 
when the imbecility of child- | 
hood and old age, with necessa- 
ry relaxations, must deduct one 
half at least from this term, 
when so much is to be done in 
this period, for ourselves, for our 
fellow-men, for the church of 
God ; that hours, and days, and 
weeks, should constantly pass 
unimproved, how painful is the 
thought ! The lives of some in- 
dividuals afford us a mest strik- 
ing example and reproof. ‘The 
venerable Calvin died at the age 
of fifty-five, and performed more 
than has been done by almost 
any other man. The Macedo- 





nian Conqueror of Asia died at 
thirty-two. The man who is | 


the astonishment of the present | 


age, for his great and numerous | 


achievments, has lived but for- | 


ty-three years. Ifthe servants 
of earthly empire can labor with 
curemitted — assiduily, 
ought to be expected from the 

servants of the kingdom of 
Christ! If Jerusalem's conquer- ' 
or could exclaim “ f have lost a 

day,” because he could recollect 

no good deed which he had 

cone, how ought the friends of 
the Jerusalem which is above to 

fament and condemn themselves 

for every day in which they do 
nothing to restore Zion’s desola- 

ted wastes ! 

Vor. VI. No. 1. 





The passing events of divine 
Providence demand our seri- 
ous attention. The season, for 
the past year, has been uncom- 
mon. It has been singularly 
cold through the year, and the 
latter harvest has been, in a 
great measure cut off. Yet in 
the variety of the productions 
of the earth which we enjoy, 
through divine mercy, we have 
a competent and an abundant 
supply. No New-Year, in the 
memory of any person living, 
has seen so great a portion of 
the civilized world involved in 
war, as the present. For se- 
verity of desolation and indi- 
ridual suffering, the present war 
can searcely find a parallel.— 
The scourges of God are in- 
flicted as wilh a rod of iron ; the 
long established corruptions of 
Christendom are to be removed 
as by a destroying fire. Never 
were the footsteps of the Lord 
of hosts among the nations more 
apparent. ‘The enemies of truth 
are most aclive and indefaliga- 
ble, to overthrow the consecra- 
ted fabric, and to erect the 
colossus of error. They ima- 
gine great progress to have been 
made towards the accomplish- 
ment of their designs. The 
same impression must rest upon 
every mind that looks merely 


what | at human calculations ; but the 


attentive observer of God’s 
providential dealings, compar- 
ing them wilh the predictions 
and promises of his word, dis- 


covers far ether prospects, “ and 


sces in darkness beams of hope.” 
—The extraordinary exertions 
which have been recently made 
by the Christian world, and 
which are still increasing, to 
place the holy scriptures in the 
hands of the destitute, affords 
B 
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a prospect of the highest en- 
couragemcnt that the day of the 
church’s deliverance is drawing 
nigh. The late destruction of 
the Mission-House in India, by 
fire, with the founts of types 
prepared for printing the scrip- 
tures in fourteen different Ian- 
guages of Asia, is to be classed 
with the most mysterious events 
in the providence of Jehovah, 
that ever occur. Still, it can- 
not, reasonably, be viewed as a 
divine disapprobation of the 
great design. When God’s peo- 
ple are earnestly engaged for the 
advancement of the Redeemer’s 
cause, it has been his usual way 
to humble their confidence, to 
try their faith and constancy, 
by severe disappointments. 
Their suffering, not less than 
their labors, contribute to the 
furtherance of the gospel. The 
friends of the Redeemer can 
hardly do a more acceptable 
service than by an effort to re- 
pair the loss which the benight- 
ed pagans of Asia have thus sus- 
tained. 

In the Missionary cause, 
which, for a number of years 
past, has been productive of in- 
calculable good, on which the 
divine smiles have been singu- | 
larly conspicuous, the efforts of | 
the friends of Christ do net ap- | 
pear torelax. While the char- 
itable exertions of Christians in | 

jurope are wisely directed to 
the help of perishing souls in 
their foreign possessions and in 
Oriental countries ; the charita- 
bie attention of the Redeemer’s 
friends in this Jand is most ju- 
diciously extended to the desti- 
tute thousands in various parts 
of our country, and to the per- 
ishing heathen on our borders. 
God has removed them from 
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these fruitful fields, to provide 
for us a habitation. Our pro- 
per acknowledgment to him will 
be in persevering efforts to bring 
them to a prepared habitation 
on high. President Dwight, in 
his distinguished sermons on the 
State Fast, last July, observes 
“ More than 2,000,000, I am 
afraid I might say more than 
3,000,000 of our countrymen, 
there is too much reason to be- 
lieve, have, and long have had, 
no regular, stated worship of 
God, and are without any set- 
tled ministers of the Gospel, any 
Churches, and of course without 
any religion.” It is a consid- 
eration of joy that the attention 
of pious people in our country 
is turned to the condition of 
these perishing millions, and 
how animating would be the 
prospect, if these efforts could 
be redoubled, yea if they could 
be increased ten-fold. 

The aspects of divine Provi- 
dence respecling our country, 
are such as ought to excite in 
every breast the most solemn 
attention. Twenty-nine New- 
Years have successively found 
our nalion in the enjoyment of 
The present, sees us in- 
volved in a perilous war. War, 
in every form, is one of the 
special judgments of God. His 
jucgments are always in con- 
sequence of sin. In this State, 
a righteous God has manifested 
the tokens of his holy displeas- 
ure. He has removed from us, 
in the past year, our first Magis- 
trate, in the midst of his days, 
possessing, in a high degree, the 
attachment and confidence of 
the people. That special pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit in our 
churches, which has been sig- 
nally manifest for a number of 
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years, seems to he, to a consid- 
erable degree, withdrawn. The 
power of godliness in the lives 
of professors grows less conspic- 
uous.—Still in God’s adorable 
mercy, we are not wholly for- 
saken. In the past year, sev- 
eral places have witnessed small 
tokens of his special presence ; 
and some, the signal displays 
of his triumphant grace. His 
goings are still seen, to the a- 
larm of the guilty, to the joy 
of believers, to the rejoicing of 
angels. 

Christians have every motive 
apd encouragement, to awake 
and rejoice, to labor, and pray, 
and hope. Their Master sits at 
the head of his promises ; his 
compassion never can faitl.— 
Through the fidelity and labors 
of his people, his triumphant 
kingdom on earth will be rear- 
ed. The humb!< services of 
his children are often product- 
ive of success, after they are 
removed to the church in glory. 

The venerable Ministers of 
Christ, in their abundant labors, 
have every reason to be strong 
in the Lord, and not to faint in 
the service of the best of Mas- 
ters. “ Let those that sow in 
sadness, wait till the fair harvest 
comes.” Whatever present pros- 
pects may be, their faithful la- 
bors will never be unproductive 
in the vineyard of their Lord. 
The recollection of sxven of 
their revered fathers, dismissed 
from the service of the church 
on earth, sivce the last New- 
Year, will stimulate their exer- 
lions, Knowing that their day 
of Jabor is short. ‘The venera- 
ble Pitkin, the faithful Colton 
and Wildman, the humble Hun- 
tington and Gurley, the learned 
Dana, the beloved Hubbard, are 





called to that world where min- 
isters and people will meet each 
other inthe presence of their 
Judge. To these must be added 
the laborious Crossman, suddenly 
called from his faithful services, 
and from an affectionate people, 
in the meridian of his days.— 
Oh, that all may be found faith- 
ful, that those who speak and 
they who hear, may rejeice to- 
gether, in the perfect likeness 
and in the eternal praises of 
their Lord. 
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An Fistorical View of the First 
Planters of New-England. 


No. XVI. 
(Continued from Vol. V. p. 450.) 
REV. MR. STONE. 


EW of the fathers of New 

England are more worthy 
of historic remembrance than 
the excellent Mr. Stone, the 
revered minister of Hartford. 
He was born at Hartford, or 
Hertford, the shiretown of Hert- 
fordshire, about the year 1603.* 
Placed in easy circumstances in 
life, his childhood and youth 
were faithfully devoted to the 
acquisition of a literay educa- 
tion. Having received a liberal 
education at Emmanuel College 
in the Cambridge University, he 
applied himself to the study of 
divinity, under the instruction 
of an eminent, pious divine, Mr. 
Richard Blackerby. Mr. Blac- 

einai 


* J do not find his age mentioned 
exactly, but this cannot be far from 
the truth. He was about thirty 
years old when he came to Ametri- 
ca, 
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kerby was very eminent in his 
time as a teacher in divinity, 
and Mr. Stone was one of his 
most distinguished pupils. This 
being his favorite study, he pur- 
sued it with great ardor and suc- 
cess, After he became a preach- 


er, he preached occasionally, but | 
was still employed, priacipally, 


in lJaborious study. He eariy 
contracted an intimate acauainte | 


ance with the pious and amiable | | 


Mr. Shepard, I conclude, while | 
they were at the University.— 
Mr. Shepard having been eim- 
ployed in a charitable lecture | 
in Essex, on leaving the em- 
ployment, persuaded the pat- | 
rons to establish the Iccture at 
‘Towcester, his native town, and 
to employ Mr. Stone as the 
preacher. In this situation he 
continued for a few years, in 
circumstances very agreeable to 
his inclinations. While his la- 
hors were not arduous, he en- 


joyed a favorable opportunity 


for study and relirement. His 

easy manners and amiable dis- 
position procured the attach- 
meat of his acquaintance, not 
less than his eminent ministerial 
qualifications acquired their res- 
pect. 

Froma careful attention to 
divine truth, and a thorough ex- 
amination of the subjects of re- 
jigious controversy then prevail- 
ing, Mr. Stone conscicntiously 


adopted the sentiments of ihe | 
Puritans. THe was therefore ex- | 
posed to the censures of ecciesi- | 


astical intolerance, whereby he | 
was liable to the loss of per sonal | 
liberty and safely, as well as of 
ihe privilege of ministering in 
the name of Christ. It does | 
not however appear that Mr. | 
Stone was actually presceuted 


er specially suffered for nou-con- | 


formity. Whether it were in 
consequence of superior caution 
in him, or because the High 
Commission had sufficient work 
on their hands, cannot, at this 
time, be easily determined. 

Mr. Hooker having resolved 
on a removal to New E ugland, 
together with several other dis- 
linguished characters, his friends 
| sought fora suitable person to 
be an assistant with him in the 
winisterial work. They first ap- 
plied to Mr. Cotton. But it be- 
| ing thought inexpedient that two 
such eminent lights should be 
connected with one church, the 
proposal was not adopted. Ap- 
plication was then made to Mr. 
Stone, who wes still employed 
in his lecture at Towcester, to 
engage in this important service. 
Mr. Stone was the intimate 
friend of Mr. Hooker, he cordi- 
ally approved of the great design 
which now engaged the efforts of 
many of the best persons in the 
kingdom, the establishment of 
a Christian commonwealth, and 
he was constantiy liable to be 
apprehended by ecclesiastical 
authority. He therefore cordi- 
ally engaged in this interesting 
cause, and, in company with 
Mr. Haynes, Mr. Hooker, Mr. 
Coiton and others, came to New 
England in 1653. When Mr. 
_Hooker’s people were organized 
ina church state, at Cambridge, 
soon after his arrival, Mr. Hook- 
er and Mr. Stone were solemnly 
set apart, the former as the pas- 
| tor, the latter as the teacher of 
the church. 

In the summer of 1636, the 
| ministers, with the most of their 

congregation, removed to Con- 
|necticut. ‘he place of their 








| settlement they called Martford, 


ne 
Stone, as it is 


in honor of My, § 
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said, the name of his native 
town. In their new settlement, 
Mr. Stone enjoyed, in a high 
degree, the attachment and con- 
fidence of the people: he was 
very laborious in the duties of 
his profession, earnestly engaged 
to promote the interests of the 
infant colony. The war with the 
Pequods which put the existence 
of the colony to the extremest 
hazard, broke out in the year 
1637. Mr. Stone was appointed 
the chaplain to the eventful ex- 
pedition against Mistic Fort, the 
principal fortress of the enemy. 
Asthat was a war in which 
“ they kneeled before they 
fought,” the assistance of Mr. 
Stone was of the utmost conse- 
quence. When the officers were 
divided in opinion, in a very im- 
portant consultation, at their re- 
quest, he spent the most of a 
night in fervent prayer before 
God for the merciful guidance 
of his holy Spirit. Inthe morn- 
ing, he informed the command- 
ing officer that he came fully into 
his opinion, which was soon alter 
unanimously adopted, and was 
attended with a most extraordi- 
nary success.—Mr. Stone con- 
tinued in a faithful and laborious 
discharge of the duties of his 
station, in great harmony with 
his people and his colleague till 
the death of that illustrious di- 
vine in 1647. He now remain- 
ed the only minister of his peo- 
ple and continued so till his 
death. By the removal of his 
colleague, an accumulated 
weight of care and labor devol- 
ved upon him, yet he faithfuliy 
performed the arduous service, 
to the great benefit of his peo- 
ple. The latter years of his 
life were embiltered by some 
painful contentions which arose 
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in his chureh. He used every 
exertion to allay the animosi- 
ties, without effect. ‘They seem- 
ed to bea special judgment of 
heaven, to chasten the infant 
church and colony, to teach 
them their constant need of di- 
vine grace. These contentions 
issued in a removal of part of 
the congregation, which laid the 
foundation of the town and 
church of Hadley. After this, 
Mr. Stone continued a few years 
in great quietness, much beloved 
by his people, witnessing the 
blessing of heaven upon his inin- 
istry. But in the vigor of his 
life, and in the season of great- 
est usefulness, he was called 
from the service of the church, 
to rest with the faithful stewards 
of the mysteries of God. He de- 
ceased July 20th, 1665, at about 
sixty years of age. 

Mr. Stone possessed a studi- 
ous mind, and was a distinguish- 
ed scholar. In the different peri- 
ods of his life, he spent much 
lime in the pursuit of science, 
particularly, in his favorite stu- 
dy of theology. He possessed 
a Clear and discriminating mind, 
he was weil versed in the theo- 
logical discussions of his tine, 
and was a very acute disputant. 
As it belonged to his province as 
teacher in the church, particu- 
larly, to illustrate and defend the 
doctrines of the scriptures, with 
this subject he was thoroughly 
acquainted, and performed the 
duty with great ability. His 
preaching was principally doc- 
trinal, in which he exhibited 
and vindicated divine truth with 
great clearness, happily adapt- 
ing his illustrations to the capa- 
city of his hearers. He was also 
very careful to make a serious 
practical application of divine 
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truth to the heart and the con- 
science. In this way he was one 
of the most instructive and use- 
ful preachers in the colonies. 
He did not ordinarily use writ- 
ten sermons, yct his discourses 
were the result of much medita- 
tion and laborious study. 

Mr. Stone possessed a very 
facetious disposition, a great rea- 
diness of mind, and a good share 
of original humowr. ‘This, how- 

evcr, was subject lo the high de- 
mands of religious gravity and 
Christian example. ‘These quali- 
ties rendered him a very amiable 
friend, and caused his acquaini- 
ance to be sought by all that 
knew him. 

He was 2 very strict observer 
of the duties of religion. Two 
things are noied of him in which 
he was considered as excelling 
most pious men of his time. His 
fastings, and observation of the 
Sabbath. He spent days of fast- 
ing and prayer, very frequently, 
by himself, exclusive of such as 
he observed with his church, or 
congregation, cr the colony. 
these occasions, he labored for a 
close examivation of his own 
heart and characier, striving 
zgainst his corruptions, and im- 
ploring the constant aids of di- 
vine grace. He also confessed 
and deplored the transgressions 
of his people and of the country, 
lamenting the righteous frowns 
of God’s providence, and intreat- 
ing the return of his great mer- 
cies. At the approach of the 
Sabbath, which he considered as 
commencing on Saturday even- 
ing, according to the general sen- 
iiment of the New England fa- 
thers, he endeavored to compose 
his mind ina suitable manner, 








that he might be in the Spirit on 
the Lord’s day, (engaged in spi- 


ritual exercises and meditations, 


dismissing worldly cares, not sul- 
fering them to intrude upon his 
conversation, and as little as pos- 
sible upon his thoughts. He was 
also very careful to admit noth- 
ing in conversation on that day, 
which -would tend to produce 
levity. On the Sabbath, he con- 
sidered God as peculiarly present 
with his people, and especially 


jezious for the honor of his name. 


It was his usual practice, on Sa- 
turday evening, to deliver to his 
faiwily the sermon which he de- 
signed for the succeeding day. 
Though Mr. Stone was a great 
writer, very few of his composi- 
tions were published. One that 
was published, was a discourse 
concerning a Congregational 
Church. His sentiments con- 
cerning a Christian church, were 
more fully congregational than 
those of almost any of the fathers 
of New England. He wrote an 
able Treatise against Antinomi- 
anism, which was never printed. 
Of this, an English author ob- 
served, “ Might the world be so 
happy, as to see a very elaborate 
contutation of the Avtinomiaus, 
written by a very acute and solid 
person, a great disputant, viz. 
Mr. Stone, “of New England, a 
congregational divine, it would 
easily appear that the Congrega- 
tionalists are not Antinomians.” 
Mr. Baxter saw and highly com- 
mended the manuscript. His 
most elaborate composilion was 
entitled, “ A Body of Divinity,” 
in Which he exhibited, in a lucid 
manner, the doctrines of the Re- 
formed Churches, and of the 
churches of New England in par- 
licular,and vindicated them with 
great ability. This work was 
never published, yet it was tran- 
scribed by many students in di- 
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vinity, and was supposed to be 
one of the best systems that could 
be obtained. He was a burning 
and a shining light. 


REV. MR. DAVENPORT. 


Doct. Matuer calls Mr. Da- 
venport, Puritanissimus, most 
puritan. It is undoubtedly true 
that he carried his puritan senti- 
ments, his ideas of the practica- 
ble purity of Christian churches, 
as far as any one of the fathers 
of New England. He is justly 
ranked with the first of those 
venerable fathers, and will ever 
be viewed as one of the most il- 
Justrious lights of the American 
church. 

Mr. John Davenport was born 
at Coventry in Warwickshire, in 
the year 1597. His father was 
an eminent merchant and Mayor 
of the city of Coventry. His 
mother was eminent for her pie- 
ty, yet was removed by death, 
leaving this son in his infancy, 
after having dedicated him to 
the care and special service of 
God, with great fervor and faith, 
humbly relying on the special 
promises of God, to faithful pa- 
rental dedication. His father 
possessed the disposition, not less 
than the ability, to give his son 
the best opportunities for educa- 
tion. The early application and 
vigorous genius of the son equal- 
led the excrtions and hopes of 
the father. Before he was four- 
teen years of age, he was admit- 
ted a member of Brazen-Nose 
College, in the University of 
Oxford. <A little previous to 
that event, he became, hopeful- 
ly, a subject of the special influ- 
ences of divine grace. Divine 
love, now possessing his soul, 
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influence in cll the conduct of 
his future life. Soon after he 
received the degree of Bachelor 
of Arts, he commenced a prea- 
cher, though he was not more 
than nineteez years of age. He 
was, very soon, invited to be an 
assistant to a Minister in Lon- 
don, where he preached con- 
stantly, and to great approba- 
tion. He possessed an uncom- 
mon share of habitual gravity, 
which gave him a popularity and 
infuence, unusual for his years. 
He was very laborious in his 
studies, and having been diligent 
in the pursuits of science from 
his infancy, his public discourses 
2ppeared like those of 2 matured 
divine. 

He had not been long in Lon- 
don, when the cily was severely 
Visited with the plague. On this 
trying occasion, he remained 
with his people, visiting them in 
their distresses, and administer- 
ing to them the consolations of 
the gospel. ‘This Christian fidel- 
ity procured him much notice and 
respect. ‘The more he wasknown, 
the more was he esteemed for 
his personal merit, and many 
persons of distinction beeamc his 
friends. 

About the year 1626, a num- 
ber of distinguished characters 
in and about London united in a 
plan forthe purchase of impropri- 
ations, [ church lands inthe hands 
of laymen,] for the purpose of 
supporting an evangelical minis- 
try in the distant parts of the 
kingdom. In this benevolent de- 
sign Mr. Davenport was actively 
engaged. ‘hey had made con- 


siderable progress in the work, 
when Bishop Laud, taking um- 
brage at the design, lest it should 
eventually prove an encourage- 
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undoubtedly would, resolved to 
correct the proceedure, caused 
the powers of the company to 
be revoked, and their funds to be 
confiscated. It seems that at 
this time Mr. Davenport had be- 
gun to view the puritans with a 
favorable eye, yet the habits of 
his education and his reluctance 
to dissent from the national 
church were of such force, that 
he continued ina general con- 
formily with the ecclesiastical 
establishment. He was, how- 
ever, after the business of the 
impropriations, watched by the 
bishop of London, with a con- 
stant jealousy. 

When a number of pious and 
public-spirited individuals enga- 
ged in the noble design of rearing 
a Christian commonwealth in 
America, Mr. Davenport was 
very active in the promotion of 
the undertaking. He was very 
influential in procuring the Mas- 
sachusetts patent. Yet he desi- 
red that his name might not be 
inserted as one ef the patentees, 
lest it should be an occasion of 
prejudicing bishop Laud against | 
the design. During his residence | 
in London, he contracted a very 
intimate friendship with Mr. 
Eaton and Mr. Hopkins, two 
eminent merchants, which was 
afterwards productive of the 
most important events and end- 
ed not bui with their lives.— 
How long he continued an as- 
sistant minister in London, does 
not appear. Probably not long. 
Previous to his troubles with 
ecclesiastical authority, he was 
pastor of the church in Coleman 
street. 

Mr. Davenport’s connection 
with the puritans who commen- 
ced the settlement of Massachu- 
setts, with his great estcem of 
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many of those revered charac- 
ters, naturally turned his atten- 
tion to the grounds of the sep- 
aration from the established 
church, and to examine with 
candor the nalure of the con- 
troversy. ‘The more he exam- 
ined, the less occasion he found, 
notwithstanding all his preju- 
dices, to disapprove of the 
measures of the Non-conform- 
ists. Still however, he felt dis- 
posed to continue within the 
pale of the national church, 
hoping for the reformation of 
existing abuses. A mysterious 
event, however, in the holy 
providence of God, brought his 
inind, long in suspense, to a firm 
decision. The cminent Mr. 
Cotton having falien under the 
censures of the hierarchy, for 
his non-conformity ; Mr. Dav- 
enport and several other divines, 
who knew his worth, who were 
very unwilling that he should 
become an exile from his coun- 
try, appointed a special confer- 
ence, for the purpose of convin- 
cing him of what they supposed 
his ‘mistakes, and of persuading 
him to comply with the appoint- 
ed ceremonies, so far at Jeast. as 
to be permitted to continue his 
ministry. ‘The points of differ- 
ence were discussed with great 
attention, and the issue of the 
conference was, that Mr. Daven- 
port and some others came into 
the sentiments of Mr. Cotton, 
and became convinced of the im- 
propriety of countenancing ma- 
ny of the unauthorized ritcs and 
practices of the ccclesiastical es- 
tablishment. But the same in- 
conformity which made it neces- 
sary for Mr. Cotton to remove 
to America, would prevent Mr. 
Davenport from exercising his 
ministry, especially, under the 
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eye of the bishop of London. 
Finding thst he was like to fall 
under censure, he communicated 
to his people, without reserve, 
the circumstances of the case, 
and assured them that, if they 
wished him to continue with 
them, he would remain, though 
at the risk of his ministerial 
character, his property, his lib- 
erty, and his life. But his peo- 
ple, knowing his danger, know- 
ing how small was the prospect 
of their enjoying his labors, 
when he had deliberately resol- 
ved that he could not conform to 
the coutroverted ceremonies, ad- 
vised him to resign his pastoral 
connection. This he accordingly 
did, and hoped to live unmolest- 
ed in retirement, till Providence 
should open a door for his fur- 
ther services in his beloved 
work. But the zeal of the pur- 
suviants would not suffer him to 
rest. He soon found that his 
only safety was in flight. He 
accordingly, in the year 1633, 
went over to Holland. As soon. 
ashe arrived in that country, 
he was invited to Amsterdam 
to be an assistant to Mr. Paget, 
the aged pastor of the English 
church in that city. He soon, 
however, found himself in great 
embarrassment, on account of 
the practice of that church of 
administering baptism, indiscri- 
minately, to the children of all 
parents. With this practice, he 
could not conform. He there- 
fore desisted from his ministry 
in that church, early in the year 
1635, and, for a time, did no 
more in his profession than de- 
liver a weekly catechetical lec- 
ture. But this soon excited at- 


tention, and procured a crowded 

audience. Secing little prospect 

of the establishment of Chris- 
Vou. VI. No, 1. 
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tian churches, according to the 
primitive paltern, in that coun- 
try, he began to turn a more 
particular attention to the west- 
ern wilderness, whither many 
of his pious friends had remo- 
ved. During his residence in 
Holland, he received Ictters 
from Mr. Cotton, informing him, 
* "Phat the order of the church- 
es and the commonwealth, was 
now so settled in New England, 
by common consent, that it 
brought into his mind the new 
heaven and new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.” Mr. 
Davenport returned to England 
in 1636, and found a number 
of his friends, in consequence 
of the increased oppressions of 
ecclesiastical intolerance, ready 
to unite with himin a removal 
to a land of peace. Mr. Dav- 
enport, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Hopkins, 
with a large number of planters 
which coustituted a highly res- 
pectable and opulent company, 
arrived at Boston, to the great 
joy of the colony, June 26th, 
1637. The colony was at that 
lime in a considerable ferment 
in consequence of the influence 
of the Antinomian errors, and 
the Synod of the churches 
which was called in consequence 
of those errors, was held at Cam- 
bridge the August following. In 
that assembly, the extensive the- 
ological knowledge, the unpreju- 
diced opinions, and the judi- 
cious counsels of Mr. Davenport, 
were much improved, and pro- 
duced a most salutary effect. 
He was eminently instrumental 
in suppressing the growth of 
dangerous errors, and restoring 
harmony to the agitated church- 
es. 

In the year 1658, Mr. Daven- 
port and his company commen- 
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ced the scitlement of New Ha- , 
ven. The history of mankind 
furnishes no instance of the 
commencement of a colony un- 
der more favorable auspices, or 
of a new settlement which for 
many ycars has enjoyed a great- 
er share of social happiness.— 
‘The most of the planters had 
been bred in the improvements 
of cultivated society ; they pos- | 
sessed 2 competent share of | 
wealth; they possessed habits ef 
industry aud virtue ; they sought 
for the glory of the divine Sav- 
jour. Mr. Davenport and Gov. 
Eaton possessed the unlimited 
confidence of all; a confidence 
which was never improved but 
for the common welfare. Mr. 
Davenport, having made the ob- 
servation that Reformed church- 
es can never be persuaded to 
make any advances in improve- 
ment bevond the limits to which 
they are led by their first re- 
formers, resolved to have the 
ecclesiastical constitution of the 
infant colony, as nearly as pos- 
sible, conformable to the pattern 
and precepts of the gospel. Set- 
ting aside precedents, therefore, 
this was their only guide in the 
formation of their churches.— 
Soon after the commencement 
of the settlement, a church was 
organized at New Haven with 
great solemnity, and Mr. Day- 
enport became the pastor. The 
civil and ecelesiastical constitu- 
tions of the colony were singu- 
larly incorporated with eacl) 
other, which according to the 
sentiments of the present day, 
was a defect ; yet this connec- 
tion was attended with the 
greatest harmony, and produc- 
tive of the greatest public bles- | 








sings, during the existence of 
the colony. The constitution of | 


iheir civil and religious polity 
seems to have been, principally, 
the work of Mr. Davenport, for 
which, by his extensive Icarn- 
ing, he was eminently qualified. 
It has been observed in these 
numbers that the Colony. of 
New Haven enjoyed greater in- 
ternal peace, and suffered less 
molestation from the Indians, 
than any of the other colonics. 
This was owing, principally, to 
the influence and the unremitted 
vigilance of their Moses and 
Aaron, Gov. Eaton and Mr. Da- 
venporl. By taking c.re that the 
natives were always treated with 
justice and kindness, they inspi- 
red them with an extraordinary 
confidence, and a correspondent 
disposition towards the colony. 
Those two men possessed the 
veneration of the natives, to a 
greater degree than any others 
of their time. 

Mr. Davenport was exceed- 
ingly laborious in the eare of his 
people, and in the many weighty 
cares of the rising colony. His 
influence with his people does not 
appear to have ever suffered any 
diminution. Ilis l:bors were at- 
tended with the abundant bles- 
sing of heaven. His church con- 
tinued in great unily, during the 
whole period of his pastoral re- 
lation, near thirty years, and of- 
ter received additions of those 
who were, appareutly hetrs of the 
grace of life. But few occasions 
of public discipline occurred in 
his church, though few men have 
ever had a deeper sense of the 
importance of the discipline of 
Christ's house, than he. He 
Was very strict in the qualifica- 
tions for membership, yct his 
church was large, and they 
walked tegether in prayer and 
love.—In 1643, he was invited 
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together with Mr. Hooker and 
Mr. Cotten, to attend the vene- 
rable assembly of divines, which 
sat at Westminster. These three 
American divines were 2ppoiut- 
ed to be members of that assem- 
bly. Mr. Davexport was in- 
clined to go. But the others 
thinkiug the coll not sufficiently 
Weighty to induce so long an 
absence from their people as 
would be necessary, especially, 
while the colonies were in such 
a tender, critical state, the voy- 
age was not attempted. Could 
they have been present, they 
would have been distinguished 
characters in that illustrious 
council, 

The New Haven colony, in 
several instances, sustained se- 
vere losses by sea. Heavy loss- 
es of property, with many valu- 
able lives. Such were their 
misfortunes on several occasions, 
that they meditated a general 
removal. These reasons de- 
manded all the address, all the 
constancy, all the Iabours of 
Mr. Davenport, to allay the 
agitation, to bring them to a 
proper acquiescence in the right- 
eous providence of God, and to 
keep them from despondency 
under his holy frowns. He 
taught them as a divine, he 
counselled them asa friend, he 
sustained them asa father. 

In 1657, he was called to part 
with his great fellow-laborer 
in the arduous work of rearing a 
Christian colony, Gov. Eaton. 
An additonal burden now devol- 
ved upon him, but he had learn- 
ed to look on high for help, and 
to trust there for all needed as- 
sistance. 

In the year 1667, Mr. Dav- 
enport was invited to take the 
pastoral charge of the first 
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church in Boston. That was 
the oldest churcis except the one 
at Plymouth, and the most con- 
siderable one in the united colo- 
nies. On the death of Mr. Wil- 
son, Mr. Davenport was thought 
to be the only proper man in the 
colonies, to succeed the eminent 


| characters, who had ministered 


to that church. After much de- 
liberation, he concluded to go. 
His people were perfectly united 
in him, and parted with him, 
with the utmost reluctance. His 
removal wasunhappy. He was 
far advanced in life, he continu- 
ed at Boston but a short period ; 
his peoplc at New Haven were 
not happily settled, till after a 
number of years. The church 
at Boston, who had enjoyed the 
mivistry of Mr. Cotton, Mr. 
Norton, and Mr. Wilson, justly 
numbered among the first lights 
of the New England churches, 
highly esteemed Mr. Davenport, 
and derived much profit from his 





ministrations. ‘Though in his 
seventicth year, atthe time of 
his removal, his mental powers 
continued in full vigor, They 
had hope of enjoying this bles- 





sing for a considerable peried.— 
| But his services in the church on 
earth were now drawing to a 
close. On the fifteenth of March, 
, 1670, he was suddcnly seized 
| with an apoplexy, by which he 
| was dismissed from a life of 
faithful and unremitted labor, 
| and removed to his eternal rest. 
He died in the seventy-third 
year of his age. 

Mr. Davenport was a great 
scholar. His powers of mind 
were strong, his genius was com- 
prehensive and vigorons, his 
judgment was discriminating and 
sound. While he possessed a 
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early formed to habits of study, 


and his constitution, naturally | e 


sound and formed by those hab- 
its, would bear an unusual de- 
grce of application. He pursued 
an extensive rauge in science, so 
as justly to merit the appella- 
tion of a universal scholar ; yet 
his favorite stidy was theology, 
in which he arrived to great at- 
tainments. Amid the complica- 
ted cares of his station, he spent 
much time in his study.—He 
was 2 man of unshaken iategri- 
ty, adhering inflexibiy to the 
dictates of duly undiverted from 
his object by the allurements of 
favor, or the alarms of fear. He 
soucht aller truth with persever- 
ing efforts but, when obtaiacd, 
it could not be taken from him. 
He possessed a commanding 
gravity of demeanor, was re- 
served in his deportment, bear- 
ing in his aspect a solemn sense 
of a present God, the witness 
of all human conduct. Posses- 
sing 2 constitution suited to care 
and labor, with great cills for 
exertion, he was very diligent in 


the improvement of time, devo- | 
ting very little to reluxation.— | membei ship. 
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than any others, and therefore 
endeavoured to infuse them 
in all their institutions.—No 
man ever had a_ greater desire 
to see a pure gospel church, 
and no one ever made greater 
exertions to accomplish the ob- 
ject. When we consi’er the 
embarrassments to which he was 
subjected, in the want of prece- 
dents, in the prejudices of his 
mind from recent sufferings. in 
the natural libertinism inher- 
ent in new settlements, we are 
astonished at the wisdom of his 
designs, the success of his efforts. 
While he labored with fidelity, 
the blessing of heaven attend- 
ed his Jabors.—His religious 
sentiinents were very similor to 
those of the most eminent di- 
vines in New England in latter 
times. Both in Holland and 
America he bore a firm testimo- 
ny against the administration of 
baptism to any infants but those 
of visible believers. He wrote 
and published upon that subject, 
with great ability. He consid- 
ered experimental religion a ne- 
cessary qualification for church- 
The doctrine of 


He was a most faithful patriot. i the Millennium which was gene- 


He engaged with the sincerest | 
intentions inthe service of the | 


New England colonies, the dif- 
ficulties which arose never mov- 
ed his constancy, . discourage- 
ments never shook his resolu- 
tion. neither obstacles or success 
relaxed his exertions. Though 
his personal reputation was par- 
ticularly connected with his own 
colony. there is no evidence 
that he pursued the interests 
of that, to the prejudice or the 
neglect of the others. He knew 
that the precepts of Christiani- 
ty were better suited to the 
welfare of a civil community ' 





rally exploded in the middle 
ages, was fully believed by Mr. 
Davenport, though he was al- 
most singular in his sentiment. 
fe published a small treatise 
on this subject, in which he 
expresses a clear belief of the 
future peace of the church for a 
thousand years, and the restora- 
tion of the Jews.—Mr. Daven- 
port was a very accomplished 
preacher. He wrote out a great 
portion of his sermons, though 
he did not, commonly, use his 
manuscript in publie. His ser- 


| Mons were full of sentiment, of 


‘the most solemn, ¥ weighty in- 
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struction.—To what has been 
said, it is almost unnecessary to 
add, he was a man of eminent 
piety. A sense of a present God, 
of his holiness and purity ; of his 
own need and dependence, was 
evinced in all hisconduct. The 
glory of Christ and the prosper- 
ity of his earthly kingdom were 
always the first objects of his 
heart, and, for their attain- 
ment, he deemed labours and 
suffering as of small account. He 
was much in prayer, particular- 
ly, in frequent constant ej.cula- 
tory prayer, which he often re- 
commended, as highly necessa- 
ry for the maintenance of the 
Christian life-—But few of his 
writings have been published. 
In addition to those already 
mentioned, he published a val- 
uable and pious treatise entitled, 
“ The Saint’s Anchor-hold.”— 
Another of his publications, was 
an able discourse entitled, “ A 
demomstration of our blessed 
Jesus to be the true Messiah.” 
He also published a treatise on 
the power of Congregational 
churches. Some smaller tracts 
of his have been printed. He 
left a large volume of elabo- 
rate sermons on the Book of 
Canticles, but they have never 
been published. 

The posterity of Mr. Daven- 
port have been considerably nu- 
merous. Several of them, as 
ministers and magistrates, have 
been highly respectable and use- 


ful. O. 
[ To be continued. | 
+o 
The Divine institulion and benefils 
of the Sabbath. 


HE Sabbath properly sig- 
nifies a day of rest. But 





it is only a day of rest from 
secular employments, not from 
religious duties. It is a holy 
day, to be spent in holy ser- 
vices. The duty of observing 
such a day could never have 
been discovered by the light of 
nature, and much Jess the duty 
of observing it once in eve 
seven days. ‘Chough the light 
of nature teaches men, that they 
ought to worship their Creator, 
Preserver and Benefactor ; yet 
it does no teach them, that they 
ought to worship him in a social 
and public manner, once in seven 
days. This would rot have 
been their duty, had not God 
posilively appointed the Sabbath 
as a holy ordinance. 
Accordingly we find, that he 
did not leave this duty to hu- 
man discovery, but immediate- 
ly after he had made man, he 
made the Sabbath for him.— 
“ And on the seventh day, God 
ended his works which he had 
made ; and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work 
which he had made. And God 
blessed the seventh day, and 
sanctified it ; because that in it 
he had rested from all his work.” 
This was a divine and sacred 
ordinance. It was divine, as in- 
stituted by God ; and sacred, as it 
was appointed for a sacred, holy, 
and religious purpose. It is true, 
the peculiar duties of this holy 
day are not mentioned, in this 
brief account of the institution 
of the Sabbath. But when it 
was renewed at Mount Sinai, 
and placed among the tcncom- 
mands, the special dutics of the 
day were distinctly enjoined. So 
that the Sabbath, with all its pe- 
culiar duties, isa divine ordi- 
nance enjoined upon all mankind, 
for their benefit. There was a 
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peculiar propriety, therefore, in 
Christ’s saying, “ The Sabbath 
was made for man.” It was 
made, by a divine ordinance, or 
appointment, a holy and sacred 
day. But since none, who be- 
lieve the Bible, pretend to call 
in question the original institu- 
tion of the Sabbath, it is un- 
necessary to enlarge upon this 
head. 

The Sabbath is a standing 
ordinance and of perpetual ob- 
ligation. Many of the divine 
ordinances before the gospel dis- 
pensation were temporary, and 
ceased when that dispensation 
commenced. The passover, in- 
stituted in Egypt ; and the sac- 
rifices, rites, and cere:acnies, m- 
stituted at Mount Siuai, were all 
abolisiied by the gospel. ‘They 
were all temporary ordinauces. 
But the Sabbath was designed 
to be a standirg ordinance from 
the beginning to the end of the 
world. This with appe r froy 
various considerations. In the 
first place, our Saviour says “ it 
was made for man;” that is, for 
all mankind without exception. 
The appointment of sacrifices 
was not made for all men, but 
only for those men, who lived 
before the death of Christ. The 
appointment of the passover was 
not made for all men, but only 
for one nation. The rite of cir- 
cumscision was not made for all 
men, but only for the seed of 
Abraham, until the promised 
Messiah appeared. But the 
Sabbath was made for all men 
in all ages, because they would 
always stand in need of resting 
one day in seven, and of em- 
ploying it in the special service 
of God. ‘The very design of 
the Sabbath argues its perpetui- 


ty. There is no ressen to be! 
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given, why it should be appoint- 
ed for men in one age or one 
part of the world, rather than 
for all men in all ages and in all 
places. ‘The Sabbath is suited 
to the nature and circumstances 
of all mankind in this world, 
and therefore we may presume 
it was designed to continue to 
the end of time. And this leads 
me to observe, in the second 
place, ‘That the Sabbath was 
notabolished, when other positive 
institutions were set aside. Tho 
apostie expressly informs us, 
that the rites and ceremonies 
of the Mosaic dispensation were 
superseded by the gospel, and 
became null and void, after the 
death of Christ. .But none of 
the inspired writers of the New 
Testament, give the cast inti- 
mation of the weekly S:bbath 
being abolished. And if it were 
not abolished in the apostie’s 
days, we Know it could not be 
abolished since. It must be, 
therefore, a divine ordinance, 
which is stu! )tauding upon man- 
kind. It was not « typical or- 
dinance, and so could not cease 
by the appearance of an anti- 
type, as the typical sacrifices, 
riles, and ceremonies ceased, by 
the appearance of Christ. whom 
they pre-figured. here has 
been no substitute instituted in 
the room oj the Sabbath, to sn- 
persede it. In short, there is 
nothing said in the New Testa- 
ment, that affords the least rea- 
son to doubt of the perpetuity of 
the Sabbath. Besides, thirdly, 
the practice of Christians from 
the apostle’s days to this time, 
is a plain, positive evidence that 
the Sabbath is a divine ordin- 
ance of perpetual obligation. 
We have an account of the pri- 
nitive Chistians meeting  to- 
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gether on the Sabbath for reli- 
gious worship. We cannot pos- 
sibly account for the uninter- 
rupted observation of the Sab- 
bath for nearly two thousand 
years, unless it has been founded 
upon the first and original insti- 
tution of it, for the purpose 
which Christ mentions. If it 
was made for the benefit of man, 
then this reason of iis coutinu- 
ance has remained from the 
creation of the world, and will 
remain to the end of it. Besides 
new reasons for its continuance 
have occurred since its first ap- 
pointment. It was then design- 
ed to be a memorial of the 
creation of the world, and after 
that it became a memorial of 
the deliverance of Israel out 
of Egypt; and since that period, 
it has become a memorial of the 
resurrection of Christ, and con- 
necled with a sxcrament, insti- 
tuled to commemorate his death 
until the’ great and last day.— 
The Sabbath is as inseparably 
connected with the gospel, as 
it was with the law, and must 
therefore continue as long as 
the gospel itsetf continues.— 
There is as much ground to be- 
lieve the perpetuity of the Sab- 
bath, as the perpetuity of the 
Lord’s supper. Accordingly we 
find, that none have denied the 
perpetuity of the Sabbath, but 
those who have denied the per- 
peluily of all the gospel ordi- 
nanres. We may be assured, 
that the Sabbath which was 
made for man, will continue as 
Jong as it can be of any benefit 
to man, which will be as long 
as the human race shall contin- 
ue in this probationary state. It 
now remains toshow, That this 
standing ordinance is designed 
and calculated to -promote the 





benefit of mankind. This our 
Saviour plainly intimates when 
he says, “the Sabbath was made 
for man, aud not man for the 
Sabbath.” Thisis setting the 
Sabbath ina much more favora- 
ble and amiable light, than the 
other inspired writers set the 
rites and ceremonies of the Mo- 
saic dispensation. ‘These they 
call a yoke of bondage, and 
weak and beggarly elements. 
Iu themselves considered, they 
were a burden, rather than a 
benefit, to those upon whom 
they were cnjoined. But the 
Sabbath is a peculiar privilege 
and benefit to all mankind. It 
is calculated to promote, and not 
to abridge their present, future, 
and eternal happiness. Its na- 
ture, design and tendency all re- 
commend it to the esteem and 
approbation of every individual 
of the human race. It is direct- 
ly and eminently calculated to 
promote their own good, in va- 
rious ways. For, 

1. It gives them a very desi- 
rable opportunity to rest from all 
their worldly and laborious em- 
ployments. They were origin- 
ally formed for labor, and labor 
is the indispensable duty of eve- 
ry individual who enjoys mental 
and bodily strength. It is true, 
indeed, that all men are not call- 
ed to the same kinds of labor ; 
but all are bound to be active 
and diligent in one employment 
or another; either public or pri- 
vate : either mental or bodily ; 
allof which require rest. This 
God knew, who formed men for 
ihe labors and fatigues of the 
present life. And where is the 
person, who has not often felt 
the peculiar privilege of the Sab- 
bath. as a day of rest, from the 
labors of the week ? There is, 
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perhaps, no lawful calling, which 
can be pursued with proper ac- 
tivity and diligence, that does 
not rendcr the Sabbath both de- 
sirable and necessary, as a day 
of rest. And it has been found, 
by the painful experience of 
those souls, who have been deni- 
ed the benefit of Icisure on the 
Sabbath, that both their bodies 
and minds have been greatly in- 
jured. If, then, health and 
strength, and even life itself are 
highly valuable, the Sabbath, as 
a day of rest, is no less valuable 
and important. ‘Thousands and 
millions in the Christian world, 
rejoice every week, at the return 
of this day of rest from their 
laborious employments. 

2. The Sabbath gives mena 
happy opportunity for serious re- 
flections and meditations. There 
is no secular employment can 
be properly and diligently pur- 
sued, without engrossing much 
of the attention of the mind ; 
though some are more friend- 
ly toserious reflection, than oth- 
ers,and some kinds of secular 
business seem to leave no room 
for attention to any other ob- 
jects. It is a great benefit, there- 
fore, to this laborious world, to 
be allowed one day in seven, to 
Jay aside all their secular con- 
cerns, and to banish all secular 
thoughts from their minds, and 
to fix their whole undivided and 
uninterrupted attention upon sa- 
cred, religious, and divine ob- 
jects. All men are capable of 
reflecting upon things past, of 
meditating upon things preset, 
and of anticipating things fu- 
ture. And it highly concerns 
all persons of every age, char- 
acter, and condition, to pause, 
ponder, consider, and reffect, 
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the noisy, busy, and tumulte- 
ous scenes of this distracti 
world. The world, and the 
things of the world appear 
very different to all persons, in 
their retired, and refiectiug mo- 
ments, from what they do while 
they are eagerly exgaged in 
worldly pursuits. How many 
every Sabbath day, view the 
world very differently from what ° 
they do every other day of the 
week, and how many serious 
resolutions do they form on the 
Sabbath, which have a greater 
or less influence upon them 
through the week. The Sab- 
bath is a most precious season 
for the most necessary, and the 
most agreeable, as well as the 
most pleasant reflections and 
meditations, as it is the most 
sacred, so it is the most profita- 
ble day in the week, for such 
laborious creatures as mankind 
are. 

3. The Sabbath affords men 
a happy opportunity for that 
social intercourse, which is for 
their mutusl benefit. Mankind 
are formed for society with each 
other, and cannot be happy in 
a lonely and solitary state. Mu- 
tual intercourse serves to hu- 
manize and civilize them, and 
awaken all their social feelings, 
which render them amiable and 
respectable to each other. ‘This 
desirable effect, the Sabbath has 
never failed to produce where- 
ever it has been observed. How 
differently do those feel and 
conduct towards one another, 
who usually meet together every 
Sabbath, and apparently unite 
in the services of the sanctuary, 
from those who neglect the 
Sabbath aad only see one anoth- 
er occasionally, as their business, 





while they are passing through 


inclination, of necessity may re- 
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quire. The experiment has been 
often made, by particular indi- 
viduals, and particular socicties 
of men. And the experimcuxt 
has never failed to shew the 
happy, humanizing teudency of 
the Sabbath. Those who have 
observed it, have found a sen- 
sible benefit, and those who 
have despised and neglected it, 
have suffered a very great tem- 
poral inconveniency and injury. 
The happy influence of the 
Christian Sabbath upon the 
Christian world, has been un- 
speakably great. It has formed 
the Christian nations for those 
various modes of civil govern- 
meat, which have been the prin- 
cipal source of their public 
peace, harmony and happiness. 
And there can be no doubt, but 
the God of order ordained the 
Sabbath for the peculiar benefit 
of mankind, iv their civil as well 
as social connections. 

4. The Sabbath is highly ben- 
eficial, as it gives opportunity 
for private religious iustruction. 
Parents and heads of families 
ought to give religious instruc- 
tion to those under their care, 
and to do all they can to pro- 
mote the salvation of their pre- 
cious souls. But amidst the la- 
bors of the weck, they can find 
few good opportunitics of pour- 
ing religious instructions into 
the minds of children and youth. 
And if they could find time, 
children and youth would not 
be disposed to hear instruction, 
while all their thoughts were 
engaged in worldly and trifling 
concerns. But when they 
know, that God has required 
them to remember the Sabbath 
day, aud keep it holy, their 
ininds are better prepared to 
hear and feel the force of reli- 
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gious instructions. All religious 
parents and heads of families, 
therefore, must esteem the Suab- 
bath as a precious opportunity 
for them to discharge their duly 
to those under their care and in- 
struction, and whose spiritual 
and everiasling benefit they ar- 
dently desire to promote. This 
benefit of the Sabbath has been 
secn and felt, wherever it has 
beea duly observed. What a 
striking contrast may be discov- 
ered between those families, 
where private instructions are 
given Sabbath after Sabbath, 
and those who are allowed to 
grow up in ignorance of religion, 
and the neglect of all the duties 
of the Sabbath ? 

5. The Sabbath gives a pre- 
cious opportunity for hearing 
public instructions in religion. 
It is one principal design of the 
institution of the Sabbath, to 
give mankind an opportunity to 
hear the great truths and duties 
of religion explained and incul- 
cated. Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God. And the Sabbath is the 
day, which God has appointed 
for man to hear his word. Ac- 
cordingly he has appointed an 
order of mea to deliver his mes- 
sages, and preach the everlast- 
ing gospel to poor perishing 
souls. This he did under the 
law, and this he has done under 
the gospel. And this certainly 
ought to be esteemed an un- 
speakable benefit. For all men 
ave in a state of probation, and 
their future and eternal happ'- 
ness depends upon their hearing, 
understanding, believing, and 
loving the gospel. In this res- 
pect the Sabbath is of all other 
days the most beneficial and im- 


| portant. For without it all othey 
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days may be infinitely worse 
than nothing. Thousands and 
thousands have blessed God for 
theSabbath, as the day of receiv- 
ing everlasting benefit, and all 
ought to bless God for the oppor- 


public instruction. It is a day 
of devotion, and calls men to- 
cether, to join in public prayer 
and praise, and, if prepared, to 
join in celebrating the wonders 
of redeeming love at the table of 





tunity of such spiritual and cver- | Christ. ‘Lne opportunity for 
lasting benefit. I may add, public worship is one of the most 

6. ‘The Sabbath is a peculiar | desirable and precious seasons, 
benefit, as it gives opportunity | that the people of God ever en- 
for public worship, as well as | joy on this side of heaven. 








A MISSIONARY ADDRESS 


From the Trustees of the Missionary Socicty cf Connecticut, to the 
Ministers and People of the State ; and a Narrative of Missions. 


FESHE American continent was settled under the greatest ad- 

vantages for improvement in civilization and religion. The 
nations of Europe, who discovered this land and owned colonies 
in it, felt an interest in the civil and reiigious improvement of its 
inhahilauts from the beginning. Much labor and treasure have 
been expended to ciear the wilderness, to civilize the natives, and 
to fill this country wiih Christian people. Much has been éffect- 
ed; more than could have been reasonably expected on the most 
sanguine calculations. 

Yet after the lapse of three centuries, we find a large proportion 
of this new world lying in a wilderness state ; numerous tribes of 
its aborigines unchristianized, even uncivilized ; aud many of those 
who immigrated here from Europe, with their descendants, in a 
great measure destilule of evangelical instruction. 

Not only are the frontier settlements of the United States des- 
tilute of gospel ordinances ; but in the old settlements, even in 
those which are most favored with religious privileges, many so- 
cieties have become disorganized and desolate. Societies, which 
once were prosperous, and rejoiced in the approach of the Lord’s 
day, with its privileges, have lost every semblance of picty, except 
what is seen in the lamentations of a few in the midst of them, 
who sigh and cry for the abominations » hich prevail. 

The circumstances of our country, in a moral and religious 
view, call for the efforts of those who devise liberal things. 

It is matter of gratitude and joy, that the hearts and hands of 
many have been opened for the aid of such as suffer for lack of 
vision. What has beci done in the establishment of Missionary 
and Bible Societies in our country, and what has been effected for 
the spread of the gospel by these charitable associations, demand 
our thanks to the Father of lights, from whom cometh dewn every 
good and perfect gift. 
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Of the progress and state of the missions, conducied under the 
patronage of the Missionary Socicty of Connecticut, the Trustees 
present the friends of religion with the following, which is their 
fourteenth Narrative. 

The Connecticut Reserve, which is inhabited principaily by 
people who are uuxited to us both by tics of uature aid friendship, 
and which, for reasons obvious and weighty, has received the great- 
est attention from this Society, has been abundantly favored with 
divine blessings. Jt has grown up under the nurture of Christian 
charity, and in its orderly observance of Christian institutions is 
before many settlements of an older standing. ‘The state of the 
country can be best presented in its true light, by the communica- 
tious of the missionaries whose residence is there, and who travel 
over a great part of Lie country, continually publishing the gospel, 
teaching the ignorant, comiortiog the distressed, and building up 
waste places. 

From the statements of our missionaries, received since the pub- 
lication of our last Narrative, it appears that about two hundred 
weeks missionary labor lias been bestowed on the Reserve ; and 
that the time devoted to the service of the Society has been in- 
dustriously improved, in visitizg from house to house, to learn the 
state of the people and to impart instruction ; in Visiting the sick 
and the distressed as occasions offered ; in preaching on week days, 
when people could be convened, as well as on the Lord’s day, and 
in strengthening the hands of the taithial. 

The Rev. Jonathan Lesslic, in the course of a year terminating 
with June last, spent about thirty weeks in the service of the Mis- 
siouary Society. He was not so frequent iu preaching weekly 
lectures as isusual. In his apology for this he says, “ ‘'wo things 
‘have prevented me from preaching much in the week, A want 
‘ of strength, which was the case in April when I was in the south, 
‘and a want of hearers in this northera region. The lateness of 
‘ the spring, the prospects of war, and the scarcity of the last ur- 
‘ commonly hard winter, afford an excuse for such as do not great- 
‘ly esteem the gospel, not to attend on working days.” 

In his account of the eountry in general, a number of places are 
mentioned in which a serious attention to religion has been excit- 
ed and continued. Many ecclesiastical socicties are anxious to 
settle ministers for a part of the time. Enrvovists of various kinds 
croud into the places were seriousness prevails, to turn the people 
away from the truth. He concludes this head with observing, 
that more, many more ministers are wanted among them, and 
that they would soon settle in the ministry. Mr. Lesslie’s com- 
Mission as a missionary is rene wed. 

The Rev. James Boyd was engaged in the service of the peo- 
ple of his charge for the whole of the last year of his comuinission, 
except for the term of about seven weeks. This time was devo- 
ted chiefly to places which had not been favored with much mis- 
sionary labor. In assemblies collected in neighborhoods for the 
accommodation of the people, and in schools and families, he pub- 
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lished the great salvation. The blessed fruits of missionary la- 
bor, and of the circulation of religious books, he observes, are 
Witnessed in every part of that country. “ In all the places above 
* mentioned,” he says, “there wasa decent attention given to 
‘the preaching of the gospel, and in some of them, the attention 
‘was scrious.” A special attention prevailed in Bozetta. Four 
young persons had hecome anxiously concerned for the salvation of 
their souls, and the pious few were stirred up to prayer for a con- 
tinuation and increase of the seriousness. Respecting the state of 
the country ix general, he observes, ** Missionary labors are thank- 
‘ fully received by the greater part of the inhabitants of this coun- 
‘try. The longer I missionate the more fully am I convinced that 
‘ this is the case; nor dues it appear a matter of mere compli- 
‘ment; many with tcars will speak of their destitute situation, 
‘not having a sermou on the Sabbath more than twice or thrice in 
‘the year; and urgently solicit us to visit them again. More mis- 
‘ sionaries, could they be seut to us, would be very acceptable : 
‘such as would be willing to settle in our country are those we 
* we wish to visit us. There are a number of settlements which wish 
* to settle a minister for part of the time. It is true that the state 
‘of our country at present, is not promising as formerly. The ef- 
‘ fects of the war are sensibly felt in consequence of so many of our 
‘ inh:bitants being called forth in our defence. We are not appre- 
* hensive of danger in this part of the country.” Mr. Boyd is con- 
tinued in the service of the Missionary Society for the ensuing 
rear. 
’ From the Rev. Thomas Barr a communication was received 
containing an account of missionary labors from May 1811, to 
Dec. of the same year. ‘The journal was not recived in season to 
be introduced into the Narrative of that year. Another journal 
has been received bearing date Sept. 5, 1812. The two furnish an 
account of twenty-seven weeks of service for the Society. In 
preaching daily, when people could he collected in any way, 
though in smal! numbers ; in family visits ; in urging on professing 
Christians the duty of assembling on the Lord’s day and worship- 
ping regularly together, though they may have no preacher’; in 
alarming the secure, stirring up the careless and animating profes- 
sors, he husbanded his time to the best advantage ; and the satis- 
faction of some fruit of his labor has not been wanting. In both 
the letters of Mr. Barr accompanying his journals, he speaks of 
the cordial manner in which he was received in almost every 
place ; of the anxiety of the people to hear the gospel ; and of 
the promissing state of the country, in a religious view previous to 
the war. ‘The unhappy change effected by this demoralizing 
scourge docs not prevent, but calls for missionary exertion. The 
people attend to the gospel, and some of the troops. have the 
gospel preached to them. Of some who had been captured, and 
who returned sick and were put in hospitals, Mr. B. says, “I have 
* visited these since they came back, and have distributed among 
‘them some of the missionary pamphlets which were gratefully re- 
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‘ ceived.” Mr. B. has received a commission to continue in the 
service of the society another year. 

The journals of the Rev. Nathan B. Derrow contain an account 
of about twenty-five weeks missionary labor, in the course of one 
year ending with the month of Juue last. With perseverance and 
unwearied diligence his labors were prosecuted through the whole 
of this term. 

Mr. D. remarks, “ A new song is put into the mouths of many 
* in this quarter, within a few months past, and in several places 
‘the wilderness has become vocal with the praises of God.” A 
number of towns lying contiguous to each other, are mentioned as 
having been visited by the effusions of the Spirit. Mr. D. is re- 
appointed by the Missionary Society for another year. 

The Rev. Joshua Beer spent in the service of the Socicty, 
about seven months in the course of one year, terminating with 
the month of February last. He visited some settlements south 
of the Reserve, which had not been favored with the attention of 
missionaries heretofore. The people were very iguorant of the 
doctrines of the gospel, and could scarcely be collected. After 
spending a few days with them in teaching and exhortation, they 
were decent in their attention. He continued his mission, teach- 
ing, exhorting, and catechising daily, and on his return through 
the places which he had visited, he was refreshed to see some more 
atteution to divine things among them. 

The Rev. Abraham Scott is employed by the people of his 
charge for the principal part of his time. He performed a tour of 
service of three months between Oct. 1811, and February 1812. 
Nothing extraordinary attended his mission. The people appear- 
ed to be well disposed and desirous to hear the gospel. His ob- 
servations respecting the state of religion coincide with those al- 
ready mentioned. 

“ In this country,” observes Mr. Scott, “particularly in New 
* Connecticut, assemblies for public worship are considerably more 
‘numerous than formerly, owing principally to our growing popu- 
‘lation. There is in general a professed, and in many places an 
* apparent anxiety for the gospel. In almost every place I have 
‘ visited since I left home, I have been received and treated with 
“the greatest degree of friendship.” Mr. S. was re-2ppointed in 
the month of May last. 

The Rev. John Field resides in Burton, and from that place 
makes frequent excursions into the destitute settlements. His last 
communication, giving a statement of his labors and of the man- 
ner in which his missionary services are performed, is dated Ist 


Oct. 1812. From the beginning of the same year to the date of 


his last letter, he spent a little more than nineteen wecks in mis- 
sionary labor. With much self-distrust and apparent humility, he 
labored in season and out of season, according to his ability and 
health. His account of the country corresponds with those be- 
fore given. The people in general pay good attention to preach- 
ing, though some care for none of these things, ard others oppose. 
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as His commission to itinerate as a missionary in the Reserve and 
8 the country adjacent is renewed as usual. 

\ The Rey. Giles H. Cowles has endeavored to employ in mis- 
ti sionary labor, all the time which was not devoted to the societies 
4 committed to his charge. From the commencement of his labors 
as a missionary, in October 1811, until Nov. last, he spent about 
1 4 nine months ia the service of the Society. His health was preserv- 
ed and his strength sustained, so that he preached daily when the 
people could be convened. He makes mention in his journal of 
places, where indifference prevailed, which have been stirred up, 
of societies which have been organized and prosper, and of the pla- 
ces which are favored with revivals, His last communication 
speaks feelingly of the injurious effects of the military operations 
iv that region, as it respects religion and morals, as wellas tempo- = 
ral interest. f 

With reference to the necessities of the people, and their desire 
to have the gospel preached to them, he observes, “ In my mis- 
‘ sionary tour I have been very kindly received and treated. Tu i 
‘general, the people have manifested a disposition to attend up- 
* on preaching, especially on the Sabbath. Many have expressed 
‘their gratitude for missionary labors, and a desire that they 
‘may still be favored with them. And many settlements must be 
‘ destitute for years to come, unless supplied by the benevolent ex- 
* ertions of the Missionary Society. ‘The people of God, who are 
* scattered in these new settlements, T hope, have been edified and 
‘ comforted by the preaching of the gospel ; sinners in some in- 
‘stances have appeared to be seriously impressed ; and some 
‘ things, it is to be hoped, have been done toward promoting the 
‘cause of Zion and the salvation of souls. But in general, it is a 
‘time of stupidily wilh respect to religion, and we need the pray- 
‘ers of the Missionary Society and all friends of Zion, that God 
‘ would revive his work among us.” Mr. C. is re-appointed a mis- 
sionary. 

The Rev. John Seward, who commenced his mission in Sep 
tember, 1811, has spent much of his time in preaching in societies 
which are desirous to furnish themselves with the regular and sta- 
ted ministry of the gospel, according to their ability. While in 
the employment of these societies on probation, he was supported 
| by them. He therefore labored in the service of the Missiona 

Socicty, in the course of a year, terminating with September last, 
for the space of little more than five months. He was diligent 
both in season and out of scason, and in this commencement of his 
ministerial course, received tokens of divine approbation for his 

i encouragement. My..S. accepted of an invitation to take the 

1 pastoral care of the church in Aurora, and to preach with them 
half the time. Lie was installed on the 5th of August last. The 
special attention to religion prevailing in Portage county is. parti- 
‘ cularly noticed in his communication. From a state of stupidity 
; . imthe things of religion, the people have been quickened, apd are 
‘zealcusly engaged in the great concern. Youth, who were noto- 
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riousty vain and bold in their opposition to serious things, have 
been arrested in their course ; have been deeply impressed with the 
importance of divine things, and often speak one to another on 
the interesting concerns of eternity, with much feeling and free- 
dum. Old men, who had been carried away by the madness of 
enmity against God, even so as to countenance the vain amuse- 
ments of youth, in opposition to the service of God, have been 
alarmed and brought tothemselves. Among others, one notorious 
for his infidelity and opposition to every thing good, has become 
the subject of this work, and is now warmly engaged in building 
up the cause which he had before labored to pull down. Num- 
bers of young men, who were heads of families, have commenced 
the practice of worshipping God with their households. And 
many enjoy a hope that they have passed from death unto life. 
In this revival which has extended, in some degree, to a number 
of towns in Portage county, the town of Talmage has been dis- 
tinguished above the others. The work commenced with a gra- 
dual increase of attention to divine things, and an eagerness to 
hear the word. A general and an early flocking to the place of 
worship, as if all were sensible that their greatest concerns were 
there, soon became visible, and a deep solemnity in their atten- 
tion to the things preached was manifest. The subjects of the 
work were between the ages of sixteen and thirty-four. Mr. S. 
represents the country in general] in a very necessitous state as to 
religious instruction, and the people, he says, are very desirous to 
hear the gospel. His anxiety that some of the faithful servants 
of Christ may be directed to visit that destitute region is very 
great. After some observations on this subject, he adds, “ From 
‘these statements you may perceive the importance and great 
* need of more settled ministers in this part of the Reserve. Here 
‘ are six flocks without a shepherd. ‘Three of these, viz. Hudson, 
* Rootstown, and ‘Talmage are able and willing to support a mit- 
‘ister for half of the time. I hope and pray that the Lord will 
‘ direct the steps of some of the faithful ministers of New England 
‘to Portage county.” Other places, he observes, besides those 
mentioned are in the same condition, very desirous to settle min- 
icters, and he earnestly solicits help. Mr. S. is commissioned to 
continue his missionary service. 

In addition to the above account of the religious state of New 
Connecticut, we would not neglect to notice the repeated men- 
tion made by our missionaries of the scarcity of the Scriptures, and 
> need of assistance in the gratuitous circulation of the word of 
ife. 

“ ¥ have distributed,” says Mr. Cowles, “ seven of the Bibles 

sentonto Mr. Lesslie, have had several other applications, and 
‘know of a number who are still destitute of the scriptures.” In 
another letter, after a number of Bibles sent to that country by 
the Connecticut Bible Society had arrived, he observes, “ Since 
‘{ wrete you last, I have distributed more than thirty of the Bi- 
‘bles sent onte Mr. Badger.—Many more Bibles are needed iw 
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¢ many paris of the Reserve.” “ If possible, I wish that more Bi- 
‘ bies might be sent out.” says Mr. Seward, “ There is yet a pres- 
‘sing call for Bibles, especially in this county. I believe that I 
‘have distributed about forty in this county with my own hands, 
‘and perhaps as many more have been distributed here by others, 
‘and many families are yet destitute. Besides families, there are 
‘many young people, particularly those that have lately become 
‘serious, who are anxious to possess a Bible.” 

The Connecticut Bible Society has afforded them relief in this 
respect, and it will be a consolation and encouragement to the 
donors to read the following extract of a letler of Mr. Cowles. It 
was added after the close of his letter, ina N. B. * In my last 
* tcur I found several persons who were supplied with Bibles by Mr. 
‘ Badgcr and myself, to be under serrous impressions, and therefore 
‘ gratcjul for the precious gift.” 

The above extracts, giving an account of the missions to New 
Connecticut, and of the religious state of that country, present to 
our view a people in perishing need of missionary charity ; who 
have received missionaries with an affectionate welcome ; who 
have furnished the highest evidences that they have profited by 
the labors of those that were seit ameng them to preach the gos- 
pel to them ; and who earnestly plead with us to continue our as- 
sistance. The oulpourings of the Spirit upon them, the revivals 
of religion among them, are also indications {rom him whose ser- 
vants we ought to be ; that the Lord is in the midst of them, and 
that they shall prosper who love them. 

-In the field of missions southwest of the Reserve, the Rev. 
Timothy Harris has spent about fifteen weeks. An exteiusive 
and desolate region lies round about him. In many places the peo- 
ple appear to be utter strangers to the gospel and even unacquaint- 
ed with propriety of demeanor under the preachivg of the 
word. He has been diligent in his attention, laborious in his ser- 
vices, and in a good degree successful in the establishment of or- 
der, in exciting attention, and in winning souls to Christ. 

His solitary condition, and the extensive country around him 
needing aid, 2fford occasion for his repeated importunities for as- 
sistance. ‘The Trustees have not becn regardless of the wants of 
the people, but have ween as yet unabic to afford them any fur- 
ther aid. The last year a missionary was appointed, but the 
regret that he was providentially prevented from fulfilling his 
appointment. 

Mr. Harris continues, by the appointment of the Trustees, to 
itinerate in that country. 

The Rev. Elihu Mason was appointed to Jabor in the county of 
Herkimer and the counties adjacent, in the State of New York, 
for the space of sixteen weeks. His account of that region rep- 
resents the people in a very deplorable condition. Divided in 
sentimeut, harrassed by errorists of various kinds, and addicted 
to vice, they are really objects of missionary ch-rity, although 
they are by no means desirous to havc help. Socicties and churches, 
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which once appeared promising in that quarter, have become 
broken and scaltered, so that there is scarcely any thing remain- 
ing that can be built up. Missionary labor was once bestowed on 
this regiun with some success, but for the want of continued help 
the people have declined in their religious character, and the lit- 
tle good which may have been done is no more to be seen.—Mr. 
Mason will visit the same places again for the benefit of the peo- 
ple, and for further information, although his coimuiission has ex- 
ired. 
° Che Rev. Eli Hyde has performed a short missionary tour in 
Oneida county in the State of N. Y. Le was out a liitle more 
than nine weeks, aud though in some measure interrupted by ill 
health, brought on by fatigue, he accomplished, with diligence, a 
Jaborious mission. He was received in every place in a friendly 
manner. And though a few individuals were found anxious to 
know what they should do to be saved, and a few Christians ap- 
peared to be alive in their Master’s cause, yet the general ap- 
pearance was that of exceeding great stupidity. ‘There was how- 
ever no occasion to complain of their want of attendance on 
the ministry of the word. On the Sabbath, meetings were uni- 
formly full ; and often on week days he had crouded assemblies. 
That part of the country, destitute of the regular ministry of the 
gospel, and swarming “ with those who assume the office of 
‘teaching, whilst they have need to be taught which be the first 
¢ principles of the oracles of God,” is in great need of assistance. 

In the same field, and especially in settlements near the Onei- 
da lake, the Rev. Israel Brainerd has performed a mission of a- 
bout two months. Places which had not been favored with re- 
ligious instraction from missionarics or regular ministers were the 
objects of his particular attention ; and these were visited prin- 
cipally on their own applications. They were new settlements 
and abounded with false teachers. He was cordially received. 
The people attended on the word. In some instances the eyes 
of the deluded were opened, and the progress of error apparently 
impeded ; and in some places the religious appearances were pro- 
mising. Of the settlements which he visited he observes in gen- 
eral, “ Though vice and irreligion are predominant in some places, 
‘ yet in others there is a goodly number of pious and moral people. 
‘ And even in the worst, there are a few who sigh and cry for the 
* abominations which prevail.” 

In the month of July last, Mr. Orange Lyman commenced a 
mission under the direction of the Missionary Society of Connec- 
ticut. He visited that part of the state of New-York, which is 
called the Holland Purchase, and was in the service of the Socie- 
ty four mouths. He preached as opportunities offered every day, 
and visited families and schools, in the capacity of a preacher of the 
gospel. “T have been kindly received as a missionary,” says he, 
“in every place which I have visited, aud many have requested 
‘me to tender their thanks to the Missionary Society. A high 


‘sense of gratitude to the good people of Connecticut % felt by 
Vor. VI. No. 1. < : 
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‘ thousands, who, through their munificence, are partially suppli- 
‘ed with a preached gospel. Though the new settlements are 
‘greatly agitated by the commotions of war, which renders it, in 
* some respects, an unfavorable time for missionary labors, yet they 
‘ beg to be remembered, and not to be neglecled by your Society.” 

The Rev. John Spencer received a renewal of his commission 
for the last year, to labor as a missionary on the tract of country 
visited by Mr. Lyman, and spent about fourteen weeks in the So- 
ciety’s service. He mentions the satisfaction which the people 
expressed in Mr. L.’s labors, and their desire that he might return, 
accompanied with others, to aid in their edification. They man- 
ifested a willingness to exert themselves for the support of the gos- 
pel. “My encouragement, with respect to Zion’s cause in this 
* wilderness is increasing,” says Mr. S. He was furnished with 
unquestionable ground for such encouragement. Since, on a tour 
of fourteen weeks, solicitations for his tarrying and preaching, at 
the expense of the people, in different pices, as he journeyed 
along, were so frequent, that he could spend but seven weeks for 
the Society. The necessities and feelings of this people appear in 
a very interesting light from the account of Mr. Seward. In jour- 
neying through the country, he was providentially called to spend 
a Sabbath there. Application was made to him to spend a few — 
Sabbaths with the people at their own expense. When he stated 
that it was inconsistent with his instructions from the Board of 
Trustees, they were urgent that some minister might be sent to 
them, to be supported by them for one half of his time, and to 
itinerate as a missionary, for the other half. “ Preaching,” adds 
Mr. S., “ is very scarce in that region, and very much needed.” 

The Rev. Oliver Ayer lahored as a missionary ofthe Holland 
Purchase, from October, 1811, to the end of February following. 
The hungering and thirsting witnessed by Mr. Seward, it seems, 
were preparalives for rich blessings. The desires of the people to 
hear, their anxious enquiries after the way of salvation, and their 
calls for instruction, pressed Mr. A. into an agreeable but labori- 
ous service, which met him in many places. In the course of his 
labors with the people, forty persons were examined and admit- 
ted into the church of Christ. Among the subjects of this work 
were some who had been notoriously profligate in principle and 
practice. A solemnity and deep attention to the word, without 
any enthusissm, prevailed in the religious assemblies of the peo- 
ple. Sometimes they were universally in tears. 

The tract of country called the Holland Purchase is growing 
rapidly in population. Tt needs missionary aid. The above ac- 
counts present it to our view, like the man of Macedonia in vision 
to Paul, imploring assistance. A communication from Warsaw, 
signifying the gratitude of the people in that place, for missionary 
aid, acknowledging the grace of God in their revival, and desiring 
more assistance, has been made to the Trustees. And we trust 


they will be supplied according to their request. Mr. Ayer is con- 
tinued *» missionary in that region. 














See 7 
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‘ The Rev. Worthington Wright performed a mission in Wayne 
n | county and its vicinily, in Pennsylvania. He spent, in the ser- y 
7 vice of the Society, fourteen weeks, laboring diligently, as oppor- 24 
» | tuiities offered. ‘The couniry which he visited, he represents in “ 

1 a a coudilion truly deplorabie, both ia religion and morals. ‘There 

> | are many, however, smong them, who are desirous to hear the 

; word. Mr. Wright was re-appointed a missionary, and is now | 

a in that country. i! 

- i. The Rev. Lucas Hart was commissioned to ilinerate in the 
same regiou in the sumer of 1811. After enduring the labors | 

and fatigue of his service for a while, his health declined, and he 

; was obliged to desist. In his tour he found some who were stirred 

, up to a serious concern for their spiritual welfare, some Ciirist- 


. (RRP iaus rejoicing at his coming,” and many inseusible. “ ‘There is 
— ‘much need of missionary labor,” says he, “ in the places which I 
‘have visiled, particularly in the county of Wayne. Errorists 
‘abound in every quarter.” 

In Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, the Rev. Ebenezer Kingsbu- 
" ry labored from November, 1811, until January, 131%, about seven 
weeks. ‘The people are generaliy attentive to the preaching of 
the gospel. They express their gratitude for the assistance afford- 
ed them, and desire that they may still be held in remembrance 
wilh the Society. The labor bestowed upon them has not been 
ailogether in vain. Some iustances of hopelul conversion have 
been wituessed ; and a desire to be built up in the order of the gos- 
: pel is growing amoung the people. 

The countics of Delaware and Otsego, in the state of New- 
York, have enjoyed the labor of the hev. Joei T. Benedict for 
the space of eleven weeks. The religious stale of this country is 
very interesting, aud must have afforded the highest pleasure to 
the faithful labore:, though it called for the most laborious service. 
A number of places, alive in the great enquiry, What shall ae do 
to be saved? the people, eager to hear the gospel ; youth in num- 
bers collected, desiring to be taught the way oi life ; the missiona- 
f ry exhausted with labor, so as to be unable to answer the anxious 
enquirer any more; a few retiring with a view to implore God, 
the source of light and life, that he would support the missiouary 
under his labor, and enable him to shew the way of life to those 
around him ; mieiy submitting to the Saviour and following him ; 
churches organized; one church reclaimed which was ready to 
perish under the delusion of error ; and the pious rejoicing in the 
minifestatious of Jehovah’s presence ; these present a scene of op- 
erations reviving in their narration; to behold them, and be en- 
gaged in the work, must have been peculiarly agreeable. Such a 
scene was exhibited to Mr. B. Although some places were careless 
and others opposed with bitterness, yet in many, error and enmity 
were subdued, and the truth triumphed. In all places numbers 
were desirous to hear the gospel. ‘Those in which special reviv- 
als of religion have taken place.are Meridith, Sidney, Masonsville, 
Middictown, and Oxtord. ‘These revivals appear to have been 
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characterised by a deep and humble anxiety on account of guilt 
and depravity, and a desire to be instructed. Nothing enthusias- 
tic or irregular was observed in the assemblies, nor in the individ. 
uals who were exercised. Their circumstances as well as their 
request Call for assistance from the charitable. It is encouraging 
to consider with what gratitude they have received and remember 
missionary labors, and their prayers for blessings on the people of 
Connecticut, their benefactors, are an earnest of the fulfilment of 
the divine promise, The liberal soul shall be made Jat ; and he that 
watereth shall be watered also himself. , 

Messrs. Samuel J. Mills and John T. Schermerhorn have 
undertaken to obtain a more extensive and correct knowl- 
edge of the religious state of our frontier and Indian settlements. 
They completed their course of theological studies at Andover, 
Massachusetts, last spring, and commenced their tour as missiona- 
ries last fali. On their application, accompanied with recommen- 
dations from the professors of the Andover Institution, they recei- 
ved commissions from the Trustees of the Missionary Society of 
Connecticut, to labor in their service whenever they sheuld be in 
those settlements which are objects of the charity of this Society, 
and on the same terms with other missionaries in their employ. 
From these missionaries, information has been received from Ma- 
rietta, state of Ohio. ‘They preached in a number of places occa- 
sionally, as they journeyed through them, and furnish general 
statements respecling the country, which coincide with those 
more particularly made by other missionaries. Messrs. Mills and 
Schermerhorn took different routs from Marietta, to prosecute their 
Jaudable undertaking. 

(To be continued.) 








RETIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Academy for the Education of Pi- 
ous Young Men. 
[Inserted by desire. } 

AN Academy has been formed 
in Vermont for the education of poor 
and pious young men tor the work 
of the Gospel Ministry. This has 
been done with the concurrence and 
advice of several ecclesiastical bo- 
dies in New England.——The fol- 
lowing are the Articles. Want of 
room prevents our giving the cir- 
cumstances attending the formation. 


These will be found in our next 
Number. Ep. 


ArTICLEI. An Academy shall be 
established at such place, within the 
limits of the Orange and Coos Asso- 
ciations, as the Trustees, whose ap- 
poiutment is herein after provided 





for, shall think will most conduce to 
the benefit of the Institution, with 
such monies as may be given as a- 
foresaid, in which shall be taught 
all branches of education necessary 
for preparing youths for entering 
any of the three lower classes in 
the Colleges in New England. 

Art. If The Academy shall be 
committed to the care of a Board of 
‘Lrustess, consisting of twelve mem- 
bers, besides the Principal of the 
Academy herein after mentioned ; 
not less than one half, nor more than 
two thirds of whom shall be ordain- 
ed ministers of the Gospel ; seven 
of whom shall be a guorum, Nine 
of the first members of the said 
Board shall be appointed by this 
convention, who shall afterwards 
elect the remaining three, and fill 
up all vacancies, in their own body 


1813.] Academy in Vermont. 87 


which shall happen by death, re- 
signation or otherwise. 

Art. IIL. Students shall be admit- 
ted into the Academy on such con- 
ditions as the Trustees shall pre- 
scribe. The Trustees shall also fix 
the rate of tuition, which shall be 
paid by all students, who, or whose 
parents, are able to pay the same, 
into the Treasury in aid of the funds. 
The Trustees shall om and em- 
ploy a sufficient number of Instruc- 
tors, and remove them at pleasure: 
and shall determine the amount of 
their respective salaries. 

Art. IV Each Trustee and In- 
structor, before he enters on the du- 
ties of his office, shall give his writ- 
ten assent to the shorter catechism of 
the W pe aged tera | of divines, 
as containing substantially the doc- 
trines of the Gospel ; and the said 
Trustees and Instructors shall be 
professors of the Christian religion, 
and regular members of some Con- 
gregational or Presbyterian Church. 

Art. V. Every young man in order 
to be admitted to the privileges of 
this charitable institution, shall ex- 
hibit to the Trustees satisfactory 
evidence, that he possesses promis- 
ing abilities, a serious and pious dis- 
position, and a blameless character, 
and is a suitable person to be educa- 
ted for the Gospel ministry. And no 
student shall be continued upon this 
charitable foundation anylonger,than 
his character for piety and proficien- 
cy in learning, shall, in the judgment 
of the Trustees, merit such patronage. 

Art VI. The Board of Trustees 
shall appoint a President and Vice 
President of their own body, a Secre- 
tary and Treasurer ; and shall have 
power to remove either of said offi- 
cers, or any member of the Board, 
whenever, in the opinion of two 
thirds of the Trustees, he shall have 
become grossly inattentive to the du- 
ties of his office, heretical in his sen- 
timents, or immoral in his conduct. 

Art VIL The personal services 
and attendance of the members and 
Officers of the Board, except the 
Treasurer and Prudential Commit- 
tee, herein after mentioned, shall be 
performed gratis ; but their neces- 
sary expenses may be defrayed out 
ofthe treasury. The ‘l'reasurer shall 
find bonds to the satisfactson of the 





Board of Trustees, for the faithful 
discharge of the duties of his office, 
and, with the Prudential Committee, 
maybe allowed such compensation as 
the Trustees shall judge reasonable. 

Art. VIII. The Board of Trustees 
shall make all necessary laws, not 
inconsistent with this constitution, 
for the regulation of their own body 
and the concerns of the Academy, 
and the conduct of the Instructors 
and students thereof, and may alter 
or repeal them at pleasure. They 
shall also have power to appoint a 
Prudential Committee of persons of 
their own body annually, whose du- 
ty it shall be to manage the funds 
under the direction of the Board ; 
to inspect and repair the buildings ; 
to allow and settle accounts against 
the Academy ; to draw orders on 
the Treasurer for the payment 
thereof ; to audit the accounts of the 
Treasurer, and lay the same before 
the Trustees, at a meeting, which 
shall be holden by them annually, 
and to do such other business, as 
shall be committed to them from 
time to time by the Trustees. 

Art. IX. All property which shall 
be given to the said Academy shall 
be faithfully applied, in the manner 
herein after specified, to the object 
of this establishment, either as a 
permanent or contingent fund, ac- 
cording to the direction of the do- 
nors, and in strict conformity tothe 
principles of this constitution. And 
all donations to the permanent fund, 
whether in money, real or personal 
estate, shail be disposed of, vested 
in funds, put out at interest, or on 
lease on ample security, at the dis- 
cretion of the Trustees ; the avails 
whereof, together with such sums 
as are given for immediate expen- 
diture, shall be expended in fitting 
for college such pious young met. in 
indigent circumstances, as they may 
select ; and in contributing in part 
or in whole to the expense of comple- 
ting the education of such as are so 
fitted, at some college in New Eng- 
land; and in aiding them afterwards, 
so far as may be necessary, in their 
professional studies. And moreover, 
whenever the funds of the Institu- 
tion shall be deemed by the Trustees 
sufficient to warrant such a measure, 
they shall be authorized to engage 














"gia OOF Pah 


_ 








ee ee 





38 Serampore Mission Printing Office. 


and support such instructor or in- 
structors, as they shall judge to be 
necessary, and to erect suitable 
buildings for the purpose of this es- 
tablisiment. 

Art. X. Che chief Instructor shall 
be denominated the Principal of the 
Academy, and shall be ec officio one 
of the board of ‘Trustees. 

Art. XL The [rustee, who shall 
be first appointed is hereby empow- 
cred to Call the first meeting of the 
"Trustees at such time and place, as 
he shall judge proper ; and the 
‘Trustees shail then and thereafter 
from time to time prescribe the 
mode of caliing future meetings. 

Art. XII. The said Academy shall 
for the time being be called and 
known by the name of “ The Union 
Academy ;” but the said name may 
be once altered by the Trustees, by 
pre‘ixing the name of the principa! 
donor, or the name of the town, 
where the same may be located. 


-—Dwto- 


Serampore Mission Printing Office. 


Recent intelligence has inform- 
ed us that this valuable institution 
was consumed by fire the beginning 
of last March. ‘The loss is estimated 
at more than fifty thousand dollars, 
in paper, types, engravings, and 
other articles that are difficult to be 
procured in India. The loss of pa- 
per is irreparable, until it can be 
sent from Europe or America. The 
ways of God are mysterious. Why 
this should be permitted to take 
place, no man Can tell; but let no 
one think it is an indication that 
God is displeased with the benevo- 
jent attempt, to christianize the 
East—The church hath always 
been subject to the malice of its 
enemies, and the common evils of 
time. No miraculous exemption 
from these is to be expected, yet she 
shall be led through the water and 
not be destroyed ; through the fire 
and not consumed. The church of 
israel passed through the sea and 
the wilderness before she arrived 
at Ganaan. The Christian church 
suffered through three centuries 


of persecution, before she arrived 
at rest. “Lhis doubtless is to show 
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that the church of Christ is now, 
and ever will be dependent on 
his immediate Proviueuce. ‘The 
millennial church wul doubtless 
through mucin trouble enter into 
its rest ———There will be many 
retrograde dispensations in Provi- 
dence before the name of Christ 
is preached throngh the earth— 
This will be to shew that it is, 
“not by might, nor by power, but 
by the Spirit of the Lord,” that his 
kingdom is built up in the earth. 
It will be to shew that the wis- 
dom of man is not hke his own, 
and that he worketh not as man 
worketh ; it will be to shew, that 
his own power is efficient, and 
the plans which we form are only 
ulterior to the powers of his infi- 
nite wisdom and grace. These 
dispensations of his Providence are 
to humble his people, and to teach 
them that withont his special 
preservation, they cannot succeed 
even in building up that kingdom, 
which is his own, and which in the 
end, shall swallow up all others, 
and the giory of his grace shali be 
wonderful through the earth. 

But | expect some of ny Chris- 
tian readers will return upon me 
with the question, Why did Goa per- 
mit the Serampore Mission Oflice 
in India to be burned ? Why did 
he suffer this obstruction, to the 
— of the Scriptures in the 

tt 2—If thou Cansi not trust m 
the inscrutable wisdom of thy Re- 
deemer, or if thy faith in the power 
of Christ, and in the final busing 
of his kingcom in the earth is so 
small, suffer me to assign anoth- 
er reason. He did it to try thy 
Christian perseverance in a good 
work. He permitted the mite thou 
hast aiready given to be burned ; 
that thou mightest have a consci- 
entious obligation come upon thee 
to give a pound. He hath reject- 
ed the first offering because it was 
too small; I pray thee to enlarge 
it. The cattle on a thousand hills 
are his ; but, remember they are 
in thy hand to give. If thou dost 
not give them, they cannot, by the 
laws of nature and Providence, 
neither by the laws of that civil 
ceconomy, that is established in this 
world, be given to the advancement 








~ 
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of that kingdom Christ hath es- 
tablished in the world—Reader, 1 
therefore exhort thee, that for 
every mite thou hast given, now 
come forward and give a pound. 
If thy ability be not equal to this, of 
which thy conscience must serious- 
ly determine, give less ; but Cease 
not to give. ; 

The burning of Serampore Mis- 
sion Printing Office, is no evidence 
it is not thy duty to give— The 
Lord hath now the more need of 
his own property, which is in thy 
hand, to advance the interests of 
his own kingdom on earth. | 

To encourage the desponding, we 
would inform them, that this unfor- 
tunate event hath not cooled the zeal 
of Christ’s friends. Instead of be- 
ing discouraged, they consider it a 
new call on their liberality. We 
hear from England, that the Brr- 
TISH AND FoREIGN BIBLE Soci- 
ETy have given 3, 000 pounds ster- 
ling towards repairing this loss.— 
Mr. Ratston, of Philadelphia, 
writes us that the southern churches 
are making exertions for the same 
purpose. The Connecticut Br- 
BLE Society have given five hun- 
dred dollars for the same purpose. 
We also hear of many other dona- 
tions for this, which we believe one 
of the most laudable of Christian 


ar ; ; 
e Editor of this Magazine, pre- 
sumes to mention two gentlemen, 
Peter W. Gallaudet, and Henry 
Hudson, merchants, Hartford, who 
will receive and give due testimo- 
rials, at the proper time, for the 
application of the sums given. 

he Publishers of this Magazine 
will also consider themselves under 
sacred ties to discharge this duty, if 
requested of them. Ep. 


sto 


American Missionaries te India 
and the East. 


INTELLIGENCE is received that 
Messrs. Judson and Newell, two of 
the young gentlemen who went mis- 
sionaries from America to India, ar- 
rived in the month of June last with 
their wives, in good health. It is 
also reported they will not be re- 





ceived, and must return by the ves- 
sel, the Caravan, which carried 
them out.—Something of this kind 
was to be expected from the polit- 
ical state of the countries, and from 
other causes. It isa well known 
fact, that a large proportion of the 
India stockholders are averse to the 
missionaryestablishments from Eng- 
land, lest the introduction of Chris- 
tianity should emancipate the na- 
tives from their profound ignorance. 
As the government of that country 
is circumstanced, partly national 
and partly under the control of a 
reat mercantile Company, the Bri- 
tish administration have been obli- 
ged to act with the utmost circum- 
spection in protecting their own 
missionaries. A succession of Gov- 
ernors General, and of pious men at 
the College of Fort William, who 
were friendly to Christianity, have 
hitherto conducted this business with 
great discretion, Unless some jeal- 
ousy hath arisen, between the mis- 
sionaries of the different religious de- 
nominations, we cannot yet believe 
these missionaries will be ultimately 
obliged to return. Let us patiently 
wait the determination of heaven. 
“ He that believeth shall not make 
haste.” Ep. 
— D4 Oo 


Remittances to India for the supi- 
jrort of Missions. 


WE understand that the remit- 
tances from the American Board of 
Foreign Missions to India, go thro’ 
the hands of Samuel Williams, Esq. 
and Juntus Smith, Esq.* in London, 
to the Hon. John Herbert Harring- 
ton, Esq. the Rev. David Brown, 
and the Rev. William Carey, 1. D. 
of Calcutta, India. Ep. 


-—<_ +o 


Donations to the Foreign Mission- 
ary Society, as reported by their 
Treasurer. 


From Oct. 28, 1812, to Nov. °6, 
$ 307 32———-From Dec. 1, to 17, 
% 216 00 


* Junius Smith is son of General 
Smith, of Plymouth, Connecticut. 
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OBITUARY. 


DIED, at New Haven, Dec. 6th, 
the Rev. BELa Hussarp, D. D. 
Rector of Trinity Church, aged 73. 
Dr. Hubbard was born at Guilford, 
Aug. 27, 1739. He received orders 
in England, in 1764, and officiated 
at Guilford and Killingworth until 
1767, when he was removed to Tri- 
nity Church in New Haven, where 
he continued his labors in the min- 
istry until his death. Yale, 1758. 

At Salem, (Mass.) the Rev. Na- 
THANIEL FISHER, Rector of St 
Peter’s Church ; aged 65. Harv. 
1763. 

At Charleston, (S.C.) Sep. 30, the 
Rev. Joun Murpny, pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Hopewell : 
And on the 4th of October, the Rev. 
James McELHENNYy, the other 
pastor of the church in Hopewell. 


At Schenectady, (N. Y.) the Rev. 
CorRNELIUS BOGARDUS, aged 33, 
Pastor of the Presbytrian Church in 
thai town. 

At Salisbury, on the 13th ult. the 
Rev. JosEru W. Crossman, aged 
37, pastor of the church inthat place. 
—The loss of this pious, faithful, 
and judicious minister of the gospel, 
will long be felt and lamented, not 
only by the people of his charge, but 
by the church of Christ in which he 
was a burning and a shining light. 
Coll. Rhod. 1795. 


At Limerick, (Maine,) the Rev. 
Epmunp EAstMAN, aged 40, pas- 
tor of the church in that place. Mr. 
Fastman was faithful in his profes- 
sional duties, and a zealous promoter 
of Missionary Institutions. Dart 1793. 

In Orange county, (N. Y.) Gen. 
JaMES CLINTON, aged 76. He 





was an officer of distinguished mer- 
it and ability in the revolutionary | 


1813. 


war, and rendered important ser- 
vices to his country. 

In South Carolina, W1iLL1aM L. 
Smstu, Esq. 

At Washington City, Hon. Joun 
SMILIE, aged 75, 24 eager in 
Congress, trom the State of Penn- 
sylvania. ; 

In Russia, of the wounds received 
in the great and bloody battle of 
Moskwa or Borodino, fought on the 
7th of Sept. in which the Russians 
and French lost in killed and woun- 
ded, about 40,000 each, the illustri- 
ous General of Division, PrincE 
BaGRATION. After this severe 
action, Bonaparte proceeded to 
Moscow,the ancient capital of Rus- 
sia, which was abandoned and set 
on fire, and three fourths of that 
beautiful and splendid city laid in 
ashes —Bonaparte entered Moscow, 
September 14. 

At Mojaisk, Gen. Count LEPEL, 
of the Westphalian troops, of the 
wounds received in the foremention- 
ed great battle. 

In England, his Excellency Pu1t- 
1p St. MARTIN CounT DE Font, 
Ambassador from the King of Sar- 
dinia. 

In Poland, the French Maj. Gen. 
Count GuDEN of the wounds re- 
ceived in a battle at Volentina. 

Slain Oct. 18th, PRincE Ponta- 
TOWSKI, General and commander 
of the Polish troops under the Em- 
peror of France. ‘The attack was 
made by Kutusow, commander in 
chief of the Russians, on Murat 
King of Naples, commander of 
the French army north of Moscow 
and Gen. Prince Poniatowski. The 
latter was slain. and Murat driven 
back with severe loss of men, and 
and 38 picces of artillery,—On the 


22d, Gen. Winzingerode drove the: 


French garrison from Moscow. 


Donation io the Missionary Society of Connecticut. 


Jan. Received of Messrs. Hudson t9 Goodwin, a Donation 


of avails of Dwight’s Psalms and Hymns. 
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